Changes in Unemployment (Seasonally Adjusted) – December 2009
Seasonally adjusted unemployment in the region has fallen by 1,600 over the past month, a decrease of 0.9%, higher than the UK average of 0.4%.
This is the highest percentage fall in the UK.

	Region/ Country
	October 2009
	November 2009
	Change
	% Change

	West Midlands
	185,000
	183,400
	-1,600
	-0.9%

	East
	123,400
	122,400
	-1,000
	-0.8%

	South West
	96,600
	95,900
	-700
	-0.7%

	North East
	88,000
	87,500
	-500
	-0.6%

	East Midlands
	115,300
	114,600
	-700
	-0.6%

	London
	229,600
	228,300
	-1,300
	-0.6%

	Wales
	81,300
	80,800
	-500
	-0.6%

	North West
	203,700
	202,900
	-800
	-0.4%

	South East
	160,900
	160,400
	-500
	-0.3%

	Yorkshire and The Humber
	160,200
	160,000
	-200
	-0.1%

	Northern Ireland
	53,800
	54,000
	200
	0.4%

	Scotland
	134,700
	136,000
	1,300
	1.0%

	
	
	
	
	

	United Kingdom
	1,632,500
	1,626,200
	-6,300
	-0.4%


District figures, based on unadjusted data, are as follows.
Unadjusted JSA Claimant Count

Districts

The unadjusted claimant count for the Region has fallen this month by over 3,000 people.  All Districts have seen a fall in their registers.
	District
	October 2009
	November 2009
	Numerical change
	% Increase

	Coventry and Warwickshire
	22,474
	21,713
	-761
	-3.4%

	Marches
	24,884
	24,175
	-709
	-2.8%

	Birmingham and Solihull
	57,900
	57,104
	-796
	-1.4%

	Black Country
	49,262
	48,622
	-640
	-1.3%

	Staffordshire
	25,767
	25,445
	-322
	-1.2%

	West Midlands
	180,287
	177,059
	-3,228
	-1.8%


Change in Vacancies (unadjusted)

Regional vacancy notifications are at a similar level when comparing past three months with the corresponding period 12 months ago.  This is an improvement on the national picture, which shows a decline of 7.7%.
	Region/ Country
	3 months

September - November 2008
	3 months

September - November 2009
	% Change

	Scotland
	100,267
	79,913
	-20.3%

	North East
	56,430
	48,291
	-14.4%

	East Midlands
	99,011
	86,134
	-13.0%

	Yorkshire and the Humber
	101,134
	89,828
	-11.2%

	North West
	152,761
	141,045
	-7.7%

	London
	111,843
	103,600
	-7.4%

	South East
	128,911
	119,701
	-7.1%

	East
	90,688
	88,198
	-2.7%

	South West
	89,390
	88,192
	-1.3%

	West Midlands
	111,053
	109,687
	-1.2%

	Wales
	57,865
	60,572
	4.7%

	
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	1,099,353
	1,015,161
	-7.7%


The trend continues to improve.  Notified vacancies in the West Midlands increased by 24.6% when comparing this quarter to the previous quarter (June to August 2009).  This was one of the highest increases in the country.
	Region/ Country
	3 months

June - August 2009 
	3 months

September - November 2009
	% Change

	Wales
	46,164
	60,572
	31.2%

	West Midlands
	88,034
	109,687
	24.6%

	East Midlands
	71,245
	86,134
	20.9%

	London
	86,084
	103,600
	20.3%

	North West
	117,336
	141,045
	20.2%

	South East
	102,414
	119,701
	16.9%

	South West
	76,318
	88,192
	15.6%

	North East
	42,585
	48,291
	13.4%

	Yorkshire and the Humber
	79,364
	89,828
	13.2%

	Scotland
	71,604
	79,913
	11.6%

	East
	79,773
	88,198
	10.6%

	
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	860,921
	1,015,161
	17.9%


Vacancies notified by District (unadjusted)

The position on notified vacancies varies across Districts over the past year, ranging from a decline of 10% in Coventry and Warwickshire to an increase of 4.4% in Staffordshire.
	District
	3 months

September - November 2008
	3 months

September - November 2009
	Change
	% Change

	Staffordshire
	20,297
	21,190
	893
	4.4%

	Black Country
	22,374
	22,504
	130
	0.6%

	Birmingham and Solihull
	26,955
	26,893
	-62
	-0.2%

	The Marches
	23,166
	21,920
	-1,246
	-5.4%

	Coventry and Warwickshire
	20,397
	18,353
	-2,044
	-10.0%


All Districts have seen a significant increase in their vacancies this quarter compared to the previous quarter:
	District
	3 months

June - August 2009 
	3 months

September - November 2009
	Change
	% Change

	Staffordshire
	15,588
	21,190
	5,602
	35.9%

	Black Country
	17,674
	22,504
	4,830
	27.3%

	Coventry and Warwickshire
	14,922
	18,353
	3,431
	23.0%

	The Marches
	17,944
	21,920
	3,976
	22.2%

	Birmingham and Solihull
	22,697
	26,893
	4,196
	18.5%


Average weekly vacancies

The table below shows the average numbers of weekly vacancies received across the country, showing an improving trend, although all regions saw a decline in November compared to the previous month.  
	Region
	June 2009
	July 2009
	August 2009
	September 2009
	October 2009
	November 2009

	Great Britain
	63,341
	66,505
	68,308
	73,211
	86,984
	74,876

	East
	5,661
	6,500
	6,226
	6,653
	7,428
	6,375

	East Midlands
	5,332
	5,267
	5,770
	6,086
	7,489
	6,367

	London
	6,561
	6,908
	6,441
	7,086
	9,393
	7,537

	North East
	3,335
	2,941
	3,497
	3,702
	3,881
	3,592

	North West
	8,113
	9,076
	9,716
	9,505
	12,436
	10,656

	Scotland
	5,536
	5,550
	5,452
	6,174
	6,671
	5,706

	South East
	7,467
	7,936
	8,160
	8,676
	10,509
	8,593

	South West
	5,632
	5,920
	6,022
	6,600
	7,551
	6,317

	Wales
	3,603
	3,630
	3,447
	4,505
	4,889
	4,599

	West Midlands
	6,283
	6,893
	7,066
	7,474
	9,495
	8,363

	Yorkshire and The Humber
	5,818
	5,886
	6,510
	6,751
	7,242
	6,771


