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	Unemployment

	Claimant Count

	· The claimant count in the Black Country fell to 49,262, down by 132 from the previous month.  It is up 18,892 on the figure for October 2008, a rise of 62.2%.   
· The monthly decrease of 0.3% compared with a regional unadjusted fall of 1.4%. 

· Over the past 3 months the figures have risen by 4.1% compared with a regional average of 1.2%.


	Age and Duration

	Age Breakdown

· 32% of JSA claimants are aged 18-24

· 53% of JSA claimants are aged 25-49

· 15% of JSA claimants are aged over 50

Duration of Unemployment

· 62% of JSA claimants have been claiming for up to 6 months.

· 25% have been claiming for 6-12 months

· 12% have been claiming for 1-2 years

· 1% have been claiming for over 2 years
The average duration of a JSA claim in the Black Country is 27 weeks.

	Claimant Flows and Volumes

	· Claimant on-flows during the period August to October 2009 totalled 27,289 and were 20% higher than for the same period in 2008. They were 7% higher than during the previous quarter (May to July 2009)
· Claimant off-flows during the period August to October 2009 totalled 25,106 and were 30% higher than the same period in 2008.  They were 5% higher than during the previous quarter.


	Incapacity Benefit 


	· In May 2009 there were 50,950 IB claimants in the Black Country. This is a fall of 5,180 on the figure for May 2008, a decrease of 9.2%.

	Employment and Support Allowance
	· Figures for May 2009 show there are 6,540 ESA claimants in the Black Country.



	Income Support


	· The latest figures for IS (May 2009) show 46,200 claimants in the Black Country, a fall of 2,270, or 4.7%, compared to May 2008.


	Lone Parents


	· 18,320 lone parents were claiming benefits in the Black Country in May 2009. This compares with 18,670 lone parents claiming benefits in the District 12 months earlier.

· Lone parents account for 40% of all Income Support claimants.

	Redundancies
	· For the three months August to October 2009 reported redundancies within the Black Country fell by 59% compared to the same period 12 months earlier.

· The numbers fell from 2,038 to 829.


	Vacancies and Employment

	Employment
	· The employment rate for the Black Country stood at 66.7% for the period April 2008 to March 2009.

· The West Midlands employment rate at that time was 71.3%.  


	Vacancies Notified
	· There were 21,425 vacancies notified in the Black Country during the three months from August to October 2009. 
· Whilst this figure is 8% lower than for the corresponding period last year, there has been an increase of 40% on the previous quarter (May to July 2009).

Comparing this quarter to the previous quarter:

· The most prominent increases have been in the distribution, hotels and restaurants sector, which rose by 94%, and other services which rose by 106%.
· Vacancies in construction rose by 64%, and transport and communication by 59%.
· The energy and water sectors rose by 47%
· Vacancies in banking, finance and insurance rose from 8,358 to 11,912 – a rise of 43%.
· Manufacturing vacancies rose by 15%. 
· There was however a decrease in public administration, education and health vacancies of 12%.  


	Available Vacancies


	· There were 4,381 available vacancies at the ‘snapshot point’ during the October 2009 statistical period. Although this figure is 35% down on October 2008, it is 27% higher than the position 3 months earlier.
Over the past three months the highest volumes of vacancies have been notified in the following occupations:
· Heavy goods vehicle drivers (1,706 vacancies notified)
· Care assistants and home carers (1,634)
· Other goods handling and storage occupations (1,484)
· Sales and retail assistants (1,317)
· Postal workers, mail sorters, messengers, couriers (959)
· Sales representatives (933)
· Van drivers (818)

· Packers, bottlers, canners, fillers (662)

· Cleaners, domestics (649)
· Bar staff (477)


