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               WEEKLY FUNDING BULLETIN

                      13th August 2010

We would like to bring to the attention of Walsall organisations in this week’s edition of the bulletin the opportunities of obtaining small grants from the lottery providers. A large number of Walsall organisations, including schools, have been successful in obtaining grants particularly from Awards For All. We would also like to remind organisations of the funding opportunities available from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Remember that we are here to assist any Walsall organisation in their funding requirements so please contact us. Contact details are at the end of the bulletin.
National Lottery

Small Grants Schemes- Does Your Organisation need a small Lottery grant.
There are a number of lottery schemes offering small grants for local communities available from The BIG Lottery Fund( Awards For All) Arts Council, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. Examples of possible applications are projects associated with people having better chances in life; stronger communities; improved environments; healthier communities; community sports projects; heritage and engagement in the arts.
If you have a project that you think would qualify for a small lottery grant refering to the above examples  please contact in the first place Mike Gaffney on 01922 652479 or e-mail gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk and Mike will be able to assist you with the appropriate small lottery grant scheme to approach and the application process. We are at present  assisting a number of Walsall organisations with applications under the above  arrangements particularly for Awards For All applications and also to Sport England’s small grants scheme. Many Walsall voluntary/ community organisations and schools have benefited to date from an Awards For All grant. Therefore don’t let your organisation miss out.
Heritage Lottery Fund
Walsall Partnership is working very closely with The Heritage Lottery Fund to attract more funding into Walsall. The Borough is a priority area for HLF funding .Remember that you can get funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund from £3,000 upwards for all kinds of heritage projects, it’s not just about old buildings.  Heritage can mean things that people value from their past and want to preserve for the future.  That can be anything from local cultures and traditions, to archives, famous people from the past or historic places.  
Projects HLF have already funded have include:
· Older people sharing their memories with younger people

· A sculpture trail celebrating the history of a local area

· Restoration of a Church organ and exhibitions on the churches history

· Education packs on how to identify wildlife in the back garden

· Events exploring the history of carnival

· A DVD showcasting  the history of local D.J’s

· A book on mining heritage with a touring exhibition
So if your organisation has a project to discuss or you want to find out more about Heritage Lottery Funding opportunities please contact Mike Gaffney on 01922 652479 or e-mail gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk 
Young People
British Council School Linking Visits
The British Council has announced a funding is available to support linking visits by UK Schools to a partner school in any country to set up a curriculum based partnership or develop an existing link.   Up to £1,000 is available to teachers and headteachers from primary, secondary, and special schools, sixth form and further education colleges to support short visits to a partner school to develop a better understanding of the structure and organisation of the partner school; provide a solid base for the development of a joint curriculum partnership;  and the sharing of best practice. For example, Woodchurch High School Engineering College in Wirral linked with a high school in Uganda. As a result, pupils and staff at Woodchurch High School gained an increased understanding of teaching and learning styles, an increased knowledge of life in Uganda and there is now a named teacher to teacher link with two Ugandan primary schools.   The next application deadline for School Linking Visit funding is the 20th September  2010. For further information please click on the link below….

http://www.britishcouncil.org/schoolpartnerships-study-visit-funding.htm
Funding For Joint Curriculum Projects with French Schools
The British Council has announced that primary / secondary state schools and sixth form colleges which have an established partnership with a school in France can apply for funding of up to £4,000 to develop joint curriculum projects.  Schools can apply jointly with a neighbouring school if the nature of the project lends itself to inter-school co-operation. .  Projects should be innovative, creative and involve joint activities with the French school whilst being fully embedded into the curricula of both schools. Projects must include a visit to the partner country. Activities undertaken during the visit should be strictly linked to the project. The deadline for submitting applications is the 10th September 2010
  http://www.britishcouncil.org/schoolpartnerships-france-joint-projects.htm
Connecting Classrooms
Schools, local authorities, clusters of schools and coordinating bodies in the UK are being invited to apply to the British Council's Connecting Classrooms programme to build lasting partnerships with schools in East Asia, India and Sri Lanka as well as China and Sub-Saharan Africa. Partnerships last for two to three years, initially, depending on the countries involved. Connecting Classrooms offers grants to support the development of partnerships and to cover project-related costs. All schools involved in Connecting Classrooms work with partner schools on collaborative curriculum projects, receive professional development for teachers and school leaders which builds capacity to support international partnerships.  The application deadlines are the 25th September for partnerships with China, the29th October 2010 for partnerships with East Asia; India, Sri Lanka and Latin America and 4th February 2011 for partnerships in Sub-Saharan Africa…
http://www.britishcouncil.org/learning-connecting-classrooms-how-to-get-involved.htm
Partnership Grants Scheme for Primary and Secondary Schools 
The Royal Society has announced that the Partnership Grants will re-open open for applica-tions on the 6th September 2010. Through the scheme grants of between £250 and £3,000 will be available to support teachers, scientists and engineers help develop science projects. 

The aim is to make the teaching of science more interesting within primary and secondary schools. The Partnership grants scheme forms partnerships to allow teachers to increase their scientific knowledge and to give scientists and engineers the chance to develop their communication skills and engage with enquiring young minds. Any UK primary or secondary school teacher or practising scientist/engineer can apply as long as the students involved in the project are between 5 and 18. Applications must be made together with the partner, and need to be signed by the teacher, partner and schools’ headteacher. 

The closing date for applications will be the 5th November 2010. Application details will be available on the website http://royalsociety.org/Funding/ after 6th September 2010
Stronger and Safer Communities
Leadership In Technology Grant
The Learning and Skills Improvement Service has announced that it is inviting bids from further education and training providers for grants of £6000 to projects that improve the provision of learning / training through the innovative use of technology and organisational development. Successful projects should enable organisations to use technology to achieve measurable and/or clearly identifiable benefits. Successful bids will also be eligible to bid for a capital grant the amount of which is yet to be determined.  The details of this will be finalised early in the autumn term and successful bids will automatically qualify for the fund.  The closing date for applications is the 12 noon on the 17th September 2010…

  http://www.lsis.org.uk/WorkingWithLSIS/Opportunities/funding-          
Capacitybuilders Budget Reduction Announced 

Capacitybuilders, the Government Agency responsible for supporting the third sector has announced that as part of the Governments cuts  it has had its overall budget for 2010/11 reduced by £1.3m. Capacitybuilders runs a number of grant programmes to increase the effectiveness and sustainability of third sector organisations.  Capacitybuilders' existing grant holders will be unaffected by the cuts, and committed grants will continue to paid - as will bursaries awarded under the Volunteer Management Programme.  £1m will be saved by cancellation of further new awards.   A further £0.3m savings are being achieved from smaller under-commitments and underspend across all of Capacitybuilders’ current 2010/11 programmes and research budgets.

http://www.capacitybuilders.org.uk/node/490
Health and Vulnerable People

Engage Awards 
In response to the increasing ageing of our population and the challenged this will bring,  UnLtd and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation have teamed  to offer 30 Start-Up Awards (Engage Awards) of £2,500  to individuals and informal groups to improve the social issues faced by older people in their community.  Successful projects will need to fall within one or more of the following themes. Inspiring self-belief and wellbeing (including ageing well, health & safety and keeping active); making the most of opportunities (including planning for change, work and volunteering); and valuing shared wisdom and experience (including reducing isolation and building positive perceptions and relationships).  Three Development Awards of up to £15,000 will also be offered to 3 UnLtd Engage Award Winners to grow and replicate their ideas.  UnLtd are looking particularly for applications from individuals or informal groups who are aged over 50 from England & Wales and have the passion and ideas to create social change.  The Awards are open to anyone over the age of 16. Applications must be received by 30th September 2010…
.http://www.unltd.org.uk/template.php?ID=202&PageName=caloustegulbenkianfoundation
Get Connected Fund Opens for Applications  

The Social Care Institute for Excellence has announced that 'Get Connected' Funding Cycle 3 is now open to applications.  Under the scheme, grants of up to £20,000 are available for capital expenditure that will support adult social care providers and micro, small and medium sized organisations to enhance quality of life and/or skills through enhanced access to ICT. To be eligible projects must improve access by people who use services, carers and staff to ICT to enhance the quality of life offered within the service and/or support their learning, training and development. The closing date for submitting expression of interest is the 10th September 2010.

http://www.scie.org.uk/workforce/getconnected/cycle.asp
Links Foundation Announces Review of its Funding Criteria 

The Links Foundation, which provides grants to projects that assist disadvantaged communities has announced that it is reviewing its current funding criteria.  Under the current grant making criteria, the Foundation will provide grants to projects that advance people’s education; reduce significant disadvantage; and assist those in conditions of poverty, need or distress.  The average grant awarded in the past has been about £20,000 and the type of activities supported can include salary costs, rent and stationery as well as capital costs.  Organisations wishing to apply for funding under the current have until the 1st October 2010, after which, the Foundation will be considering applications under new criteria.  Previously funded activities include arts, crafts and drama facilities for residents on a deprived estate; funding a part-time caseworker to support vulnerable and disadvantaged young people; and supporting people with disabilities to become self-employed.

http://www.linksfoundation.org/
Baily Thomas Charitable Fund 

The Baily Thomas Charitable Fund is a registered charity which was established to support projects in the area of learning disability and to aid the care and relief of those affected by learning disability by making grants to voluntary organisations within the UK and the Republic of Ireland working in this field. The Trust consider under learning disability the conditions generally referred to as severe learning difficulties, together with autism. In this area, they consider projects concerning children or adults. Application for funding is normally considered for capital and revenue costs and for both specific projects and for general running/core costs. . They will not offer grants for research into or care of those with mental illness or dyslexia. They offer grants from £250 upwards.

The next deadline for applications is the 1st October 2010.

http://www.bailythomas.org.uk/
European Funding Opportunities
Call for Proposals — Culture Programme (2007-2013) 

The European Commission has issued the next call for proposal under the Culture Programme (2007 -13). Through the Culture Programme the European Commission provides financial support to enhance the cultural area shared by Europeans with a view to encouraging the emergence of European citizenship. Through this call the for proposal, the European Commission specifically wants to support; cultural project; Literary Translation Projects; Support for European cultural festivals; Support for Organisations Active at European Level in the Field of Culture; and Cooperation projects between organisations involved in cultural policy analysis. The Culture programme supports projects, organisations, promotional activities and research in all branches of culture, except the audio-visual branch for which there is a separate programme named MEDIA. The funding available is open to Cultural operators, including cultural enterprises as long as they are acting in a non-profit-making cultural capacity. For more information including information on the level of funding available and closing dates for applications, please click on the link below.

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/culture/funding/2010/index_en.php
AND A FINAL REMINDER

 We are able to assist with all aspects of your requirements regarding external funding. Therefore if you are considering an application for any type of external funding could you in the first instance please complete the WP Advance Notice Form, which is included with this bulletin, with details of your ideas. It is not a condition of any external funder that you consult with any third party before submitting an application.  However, if you do complete the form it will help us to help you. 
Mike Gaffney – Capacity Building Manager  01922 652479
E-mail: gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk. 
