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             WEEKLY FUNDING BULLETIN

                   20th August 2010

This week’s edition of the funding bulletin brings together a number of funding opportunities for Walsall organisations to consider. We have included in this week’s edition some advanced details of the BIG Lottery Fund’s proposed Community Buildings Programme. Please remember that we are here to assist all Walsall Voluntary / Community Groups and Schools with their funding needs. We look forward to you call. As always our contact details are at the end of the bulletin.
National Lottery
BIG Lottery Fund
Community Wildlife Programme- An Opportunity For Walsall Organisations. Next Round Closing D
ate 22nd September 2010
Communities in Walsall are being encouraged to discover wildlife on their doorstep as the BIG Lottery Fund ploughs £2 million of good cause money into improving the environment through protecting and creating wildlife habitats for everyone to enjoy.

Community Wildlife will fund projects that bring local people together to discover, enjoy or protect the wildlife in their local area. The programme will fund between £300 and £10,000 for projects that:

· improve rural or urban environments for people to enjoy, for example by:

· protecting wildlife habitats 

· creating a nature trail, woodland walk or wildlife garden for people to enjoy 

· improving natural community spaces, such as rivers, ponds and woodlands.

· get people more active and healthier, for example by:

· exploring parks, rivers and the countryside to look for rare or endangered species 

· encouraging people to take up gardening or go on nature walks 

· providing opportunities for children to learn about nature through play.

 The programme has three application round dates

                     22nd September 2010

                     24th November 2010

Voluntary and Community organisations, non for profit organisations, local councils, schools and health bodies can apply. A project must meet one of the following outcomes

· improve rural or urban environments for people to enjoy

· get people more active and healthier

Therefore if you have a suitable project go to the website for further information www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/communitywildlife  Mike Gaffney( 01922 652479 or gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk ) would  be please to assist any Walsall organisation with the application process so please get in contact.
Future Programmes From The Big Lottery Fund
The BIG Lottery Fund up until 2015 will distribute significantly  in excess of £2bn to good causes across England ( subject to the levels of Lottery ticket sales and maintaining their share of income to the good causes). Around 40% will go to their open funding streams ( including the Reaching Communities Programme and Awards For All)  with the remainder split between their community and targeted streams.

One of the new programmes that is still in development is Community Buildings which is part of the Reaching Communities Programme .It is envisaged that this will be a rolling programme for amounts of between £50,000 and £500,000 with development grants for groups to pull together a full application. The programme will support projects which reflect the needs of the local community which are for new builds, refurbishment or extension. However there will possibly be a focus on refurbishment projects and those that are medium in size and not large scale projects.
It is envisaged that the Community Buildings Programme will be launched towards the end of 2010. However if any Walsall group has a project that could be applicable to this new programme could they please contact Mike Gaffney on 01922 652479 or e-mail gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk  to discuss their proposals further at this stage.
Young People
BBC Children in Need – Closing Date For Next Round 15th October
BBC Children in Need provides grants for up to three years to properly constituted not for profit organisations working with disadvantaged young people aged 18 or under. Within the BBC Children in Need grants programme, organisations can apply for Small Grants of £10,000 or less per year for up to three years and for Main Grants of over £10,000 per year for up to three years. Funding is available to organisations (including schools) that work with young people who are suffering from: 

· Illness

· Distress 

· Abuse or neglect 

· Are disabled

· Have behavioural or psychological difficulties 

· Are living in poverty or situations of deprivation. 

· Last year the programme made grants of £33 million to over 1,500 organisations. 

The next closing date is the 15th October 2010.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/general_grants.shtml
Funding for Metallurgy and Materials Science Education 

The Worshipful Company of Armourers and Brasiers, which is one of the leading charities in the UK supporting metallurgy and materials science education from primary school to postgraduate levels makes funding available to UK schools for special purposes such as science equipment and projects, or travel to scientific events or institutions.  Typically these are up to £600 for primary and to £1000 for secondary schools. Funds are finite and will be allocated on a first come first served basis in each year starting on 1 April. 

Applications, outlining the nature of the science equipment, project or travel plans, including approximate costs and nominating a point of contact, should be sent to:
The Clerk, Armourers’ Hall, 81 Coleman Street, LONDON EC2R 5BJ.

http://www.armourersandbrasiers.co.uk/science_resources.htm
Equitable Charitable Trust
Charitable organisations working towards educating young people, especially young people with disabilities and/or from disadvantaged backgrounds can apply for funding of up to £30,000 through the Equitable Charitable Trust. The Trustees award approximately £1 million a year and seeks to identify and support good projects that address needs not adequately met at present, including those with potential to be introduced to large numbers of schools. Grants made by the Trust fall into three broad categories. Education projects or services that support the learning and development of disabled children and young people in the UK; Education projects for disadvantaged children and young people in the UK, particularly those that support delivery of the National Curriculum or vocational learning opportunities; and Education projects that will help increase participation in, or improve the quality of, education for disadvantaged or disabled children and young people in developing countries.  The length of funding can range from one to three years. Previously supported projects include supplementary Maths, English and Science classes for disadvantaged 5-18 year olds; education projects to reduce teenage pregnancies; capital grants for the renovation and refurbishment of facilities for children with complex needs and disabilities; and music education projects for children and young people with profound and multiple learning difficulties. Applications can be submitted at any time and are considered on a rolling basis by the Trustees….

http://www.equitablecharitabletrust.org.uk/Grants/GuidelinesforApplicants/tabid/317/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
Stronger and Safer Communities
Better Net Awards 
UnLtd together with Nominet Trust, have launched The Better Net Awards, a new programme aimed at providing individuals and groups with support and funding to develop and lead internet based solutions to the problems that affect our society. Grants of up to £5,000 will be available. For those who have an established project with wide reach or demonstrate long-term potential, may be eligible for up to £15,000. To be eligible projects must be original and innovative and meet at least one of the following themes: 

· increase education about the internet & information technology 

· promote and address online safety 

· provide an internet based solution to social, educational, health and environmental issues

· increase digital inclusion and the use of new media for a social purpose. 

For further information on how to apply click on the link below. 

http://unltd.org.uk/betternetawards/
Architectural Heritage Fund 

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF), which is a registered charity that promotes the conservation and regeneration of historic buildings in the UK. Funding is available to voluntary organisations building preservation trusts to regenerate historic buildings to create community and education facilities, workspace and homes. To be eligible to apply for funding through the AHF, organisations need to be a registered charity and the building(s) must be listed, scheduled as an ancient monument or in a Conservation Area (if in a Conservation Area, it must be of acknowledged historic or architectural importance). The project must also involve a change of ownership and/or a change of use. Previously funded projects include turning  run down historic buildings into community theatres, resource centres, community learning centres, workspaces, places to live and community meeting places, etc.  The next closing date for applications is the 21st October 2010.

http://www.ahfund.org.uk/index.html
B&Q Waste Donation Scheme 

Schools, charities and community groups can apply for products and waste materials through the B&Q Waste Donate Scheme. B&Q operates this Scheme through all of its stores within the UK. B&Q donates products and waste materials they haven’t been able to sell for re-use such as slightly damaged tins of paint, off-cuts of timber, odd rolls of wallpaper and end-of-range materials. Donated products should benefit the local community and the environment and can not be resold. Due to its Health and Safety scheme, electrical, petrol and gas items are not available for donation. Applications must be made directly to B&Q stores. 

Applications to the scheme can be made at any time.

http://www.diy.com/diy/jsp/bq/templates/content_lookup.jsp?content=/aboutbandq/social_responsibility_2007/waste_donation.jsp&menu=aboutbandq
Health and Vulnerable People

Funding To Develop Cancer Self Help Groups
Through the Helping You Help Others programme, Macmillan, the national charity supporting people living with cancer, is inviting new cancer self help and support groups across the UK to apply for grants of up to £500 to help with their initial development and promotion of service such as promotional costs; printing (leaflets, stationary, newsletters etc.); postage; venue hire; refreshments costs; and speaker fees; etc. Start-up grants for new groups are assessed on a monthly basis from January through to December. The final closing date for Start-up grant applications this year is 1 December 2010. For more information and to request an application pack, please email: resources@macmillan.org.uk or phone 020 7840 4936. Macmillan are also inviting existing groups to apply for grants of up to £3,000 for their continuing development, for activities such as; away days; speaker's fees and associated costs such as travel; and the purchase of group resources such as computers, laptops and display materials for use at information days. The closing date for applications for grants to existing groups is the 29th October 2010....

http://www.macmillan.org.uk/HowWeCanHelp/CancerSupportGroups/HowWeSupportYourGroup.aspx
Economic Development
Loan Finance for Social Enterprises 

BIGinvest is a specialised provider of finance to social enterprises. Social enterprises are defined as businesses with primarily social objectives whose surpluses are principally reinvested for that purpose in the business or community, rather than being driven by the need to maximise profits for shareholders and owners. Loans are available for Commercial property renovation or purchase, equipment purchase, growth or acquisition and working capital. The average size of Big Issue Invest's loans are around £200,000. The minimum loan size is £50,000. Each loan is tailored to each enterprise's stage of development and risk profile, as well as being focused on scale-up.
Applications can be submitted at any time.

http://www.bigissueinvest.com/
European Funding Opportunities
Leonardo da Vinci programme - Preparatory Visits Grants (UK)

Vocational Education and Training providers as well as Schools and Colleges engaged in Vocational Education and Training that wish to get involved in the European Union's Leonardo Da Vinci Programme can apply for funding under the Preparatory Visits Grant element of the Programme. The Leonardo da Vinci programme is part of the European Commission's Lifelong Learning Programme and aims to build a skilled workforce through European partnerships. The Programme funds overseas work placements and the development of training materials with the objective of improving the provision of Vocational Education and Training (VET) across Europe. The aim of Preparatory Visits Grant s is to enable potential applicants and participants to meet European partners prior to submitting a Leonardo Da Vinci project. The maximum grant available for a preparatory visit is €1,000.

Applications must be submitted at least 8 weeks before the activity start date and the final deadline for applications is the 10th December 2010.

http://www.leonardo.org.uk/page.asp?section=00010001001900010002%A7ionTitle=Preparatory%2BVisits
 AND A FINAL REMINDER
 We are able to assist with all aspects of your requirements regarding external funding. Therefore if you are considering an application for any type of external funding could you in the first instance please complete the WP Advance Notice Form, which is included with this bulletin, with details of your ideas. It is not a condition of any external funder that you consult with any third party before submitting an application.  However, if you do complete the form it will help us to help you. 
Mike Gaffney – Capacity Building Manager  01922 652479
E-mail: gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk. 
