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Personal and Community Development Learning (PCDL)
Policy
The LSC Annual Statement of Priorities, October 2006, set out the principle of establishing local PCDL Forums to assist in the planning and commissioning of local provision.   
What is PCDL provision?

PCDL is defined as:

Learning for personal development, cultural enrichment, intellectual or creative stimulation, and enjoyment. It is also learning developed with local residents and others to build the skills, knowledge and understanding for social and community action. There is no requirement that learners must progress on to other provision or achieve accreditation.

Underpinning Principles
· There should be a wide range of high quality, challenging and inspiring programmes;
· Access to PCDL programmes should be for everyone and not be based on prior educational achievement;
· Most learners will be expected to contribute some or all of the cost of their learning  i.e long-term unemployed, those on low incomes, disadvantaged and under-represented groups;
· Greatest access to public funding for PCDL should be for those in most financial need and who have benefited least from education.
The Role of Partnerships

The LSC must ensure that there is an appropriate partnership in place for each local area to advise the LSC on PCDL provision, taking account of other learning opportunities in the area. The Partnership will work with the LSC to inform the regional commissioning plan and to identify areas where open and competitive tendering is appropriate i. e. gaps in provision, or poor quality provision.  The Partnership will encourage and foster co-operation between stakeholders and providers and ensure an integrated approach to PCDL activity. There should be a clear link to the Local Area Agreement and LSC funding should be used to lever in other funding streams.

Success Criteria
· Removal of duplication across different strands of provision in any area resulting from the mapping process;
· Removal of poor quality provision;

· Setting measurable outcomes through 2007-08 in terms of developing more collaborative planning and funding of PCDL provision;

· Increases in learner satisfaction levels possibly assessed by learner surveys;

· Increases in the amount and/or quality of available provision;

· Increases in the levels of participation in particular areas or with particular groups, particularly the disadvantaged;

· Evidence that funding has been levered in from other sources;

· The broad curriculum offer;

· Other relevant objectives relating to the partnership and the local area.
LSC Planning

· Demand led system - putting the learner first

· Meeting the needs of employers and learners

· Developing strategic relationships with providers

· Encouraging collaboration among partners

· Dealing with any poor quality or under performing provision

· Ensuring that Government funding is focused on priorities.

For further information on the Walsall PCDL forum, please contact:

Colin Robinson, WLLA

robinsonc@walsall.gov.uk
01922-714850

